GERUNDS & INFINITIVES

VERB + GERUND
Commonly used verbs:

admit 
avoid
advise
anticipate 
allow
appreciate 
can't help 

complete 
consider 
contemplate 
delay 
defer
deny 
detest 

discuss 
dislike 
enjoy 
excuse 
finish
forgive
invite

imagine 
involve
keep 
mean 
mention
mind 
miss

permit
recollect 
remember
recommend(remember)
resent
resist


can't stand 
postpone
practise 
quit 
recall (remember) 
risk
stop 

suggest
tell
tolerate
understand

Examples:

He admitted stealing his mother's silver tray but denied selling it for drugs.

I appreciate being with friends.

I can't help feeling sorry when I see small children in the street begging for money.

I excused her taking my dress without my permission.





Verb + Preposition + Gerund

abstain from 
He now has to abstain
from
drinking alcohol.

apologise for 
I apologised
for
being late.

adjust to 
You will have to adjust to
eating 
English meals when you go there.

approve/disapprove of 
Do you approve
of
her staying out so late?

argue about 
Last night we argued
about
her staying out so late.

believe in 
I really believe
in
working hard for World Peace.

care about 
Do you care
about
being well-dressed?

care for 
I don't care
for
going to that film.

comment on 
I don't want to comment
on
his solving the problem.

complain about 
He always complains
about
having too much work.

concentrate on 
You have to concentrate
on
improving your vocabulary.

consist of 
Being a good student consists
of
studying regularly.

deal with 
I want to deal
with
redecorating the house first

decide against 
Seeing the cold weather, we decided 
against 
going on a day out.

depend on (upon) 
To pass the exam depends
on
your studying hard.

dream of 
He has always dreamed
of
being a famous actor someday.

feel like 
I feel
like
having a short trip.

forget about 
She is trying to forget
about 
being deceived by him.

insist on 
Do you still insist
on
wearing that funny tie?

look forward to 
What are you looking 
forward to
doing most?

object to 
Why do you always object 
to
my wearing jeans?

participate in 
I want to participate 
in
formulating the budget.

plan on 
What do you plan 
on
doing this weekend?

refer to 
In his speech, the chairman referred 
to
expanding the firm into the Middle East.

take advantage of 
We should take advantage 
of
living in a big city.

talk about 
Last night, we talked 
about 
economising to keep up with the increasing prices.

think about/of 
She is thinking 
about
spending a year in England to improve her English.

succeed in 
Are you sure you'll succeed 
in  
persuading your father?

worry about 
Don't worry 
about 
my working.

Verb + Object + Preposition + Gerund

accuse someone of 
They accused 
the man
of
robbing the bank.

apologise to someone for 
She apologised 
to me
for
being late.

arrest someone for 
They arrested 
the guard
for
helping the robbers.

blame someone for 
I blamed 
her
for
making me late.

charge someone with 
They will charge 
him 
with   
falsifying the accounts.

complain to someone about 
I complained 
to the owner
about  
hassling us for the rent.

congratulate someone on 
I congratulated 
him
on    
being the top student.

deter someone from 
The storm deterred 
the climbers
from  
going on their climb.

devote oneself to 
She devoted
herself
to    
bringing up her children.

discourage someone from 
Someone discouraged 
her
from  
going in for the beauty contest.

forgive someone for 
I can't forgive 
him
for    
lying to me.

involve someone in 
They didn't involve
their father    
in    
fighting their rivals.

keep someone from 
By speaking too loudly they kept me
from  
studying

prevent someone from 
What prevented
him
from
leaving on holiday?.

punish someone for 
You shouldn't punish
the child
for
stealing candy

stop someone from 
Her cold attitude stopped 
me
from
making friends with her.

suspect someone of 
They suspected
him
of
betraying his partners.

thank someone for 
I want to thank
them
for
helping me to find accommodation.

warn someone about/against
We warned 
the children   
against 
going too near the lake.


We warned 
the children    
about
playing too near the lake.

Adjective + Preposition + Gerund

be, seem, appear, remain, look, become, get, feel + adjectives

Your younger son seems very good at drawing.

Are you interested in taking photographs?

Though I tried to comfort her, she remained concerned about not hearing from her son.

Common adjectives:


accustomed to
different from
feel guilty for
sorry about


afraid of
essential to/for
be guilty of
successful in


angry at
excellent in/at
incapable of
suitable for


appropriate for
excited about
interested in
sure of (about)


ashamed of
exposed to
jealous of
surprised at


aware of
famous for
keen on
terrified of


bored with
fed up with
lazy about
tired of (from)


capable of
fond of
opposed to
used to (accustomed to)


concerned about
generous about
proud of
worried about


content with
good at
responsible for
happy about


delighted at
grateful to sb; for
similar to

Noun + Preposition + Gerund


on account of 
in addition to
in case of
in charge of
in the course of 
difficulty in



in danger of
in exchange for
excuse for
in favour of
for fear of
in the habit of


instead of
interest in
in the middle of
need for
the point of
on the point of 


reason for 
in return for
for the sake of
in spite of
technique for


EXAMPLES:

We were late for the concert on account of your taking too much time to get dressed.

I can only afford to look alter myself now, but in case of my parents' needing any help, I'd go short myself.

Do you think I'll have much difficulty (in) adjusting to British culture?

In addition to working in an office during the day, she Is attending English courses in the evenings.

You are in charge of meeting the customers and making them feel comfortable.

You are in danger of losing all your money.

EXPRESSIONS + GERUND

It's no use / It's no good ……
It's no use trying to conceal what you have just done. I saw you.

It's no good trying to persuade my father. He won't allow me to come with you.

There is no point in ……..  

There is no point in running for the train. It must have left by now. 

There was no point in waiting for him in front of the cinema after the film had started, so I went in.

It's worth………..  / It's not worth ……….  

I don't think it's worth mending this pullover. It's already worn-out.

Have you watched the film "Bodyguard"?

Yes, it's worth seeing. The music, especially, is wonderful.

A waste of time / money / energy.

It's a waste of money buying things more than you need.

It's a waste of time trying to do all this work by yourself. You can ask for help.

Spend / waste (time, money, energy)...

Yesterday. I spent the whole day cleaning the house.

He usually spends hours trying to repair things.

You waste a lot of time watching those ridiculous series on TV.

Without doing...

Don't go out without putting on your coat. It’s rather cold outside.

I got really surprised when she went past me without greeting me.

She never leaves home without kissing her parents.

By doing... (...yaparak)

She passed the university exam by studying very hard.

I'm very short of time. I can only catch the bus by running fast.

Go + gerund


go shopping
go swimming (go for a swim)
go running (go for a run)


go camping
go fishing
go hiking


go hunting
go sightseeing
go skating


go skiing

I went shopping yesterday, so I wasn't at home in the afternoon.

My husband and my son are very fond of catching fish, so they often go fishing along the Bosphorus

My favourite sport is running I often go running along the seashore early in the morning.

Busy doing something (Bir şeyi yapmakla meşgul olmak)

The students were busy talking when I entered the classroom.

In this season, the peasants are very busy harvesting their crops.

Don't disturb her. She is busy compiling the information for her graduation thesis.

She is busy with her homework.

Have fun / have a good time doing

We had fun telling each other our childhood memories.

My sister in England says in her letter that she is having a good time there visiting interesting places and meeting people

from various cultures.

Sit / stand / lie + expression of place + gerund

After the guests left, I lay in bed reading until I got sleepy.

I stood there, in front of the cinema, waiting in vain for him to come.

After breakfast, father usually sits in his armchair reading the newspaper.

THE PERFECT GERUND

The thief admitted that he had stolen the car.

The thief admitted stealing / having stolen the car.

At the court, the headmaster denied hitting / having hit the child.

He was accused of embezzling / having embezzled a large sum of money into his own account.

I appreciated your helping / having helped me.

THE PASSIVE GERUND

I have been invited to the party. I appreciate this.

I appreciate being invited to the party.

She insists on our telling her the truth whatever it is. She insists on being told the truth whatever it is.

I don't enjoy being asked personal questions.

You can't go to a party without being invited.

VERB + INFINITIVE

afford
agree 
appear 
arrange 
care 
choose (prefer) 
claim 


consent
decide
demand 
deserve
endeavour 
fail 
happen 


hesitate
hope 
learn 
manage 
mean 
offer 
plan

promise
prepare
pretend 
proceed 
prove 
seem 
struggle
refuse
swear
tend
threaten
volunteer
wait

EXAMPLES:

They couldn't afford to go on holiday last summer.

I don't agree to work with him.

You appear to be pale today. Is there something wrong?

We arranged to meet in front of the cinema.

I don't care to live alone.


She chose to stay home while we went out.

Verb + Noun / Pronoun + Infinitive

me, you, him, them, Jane, our teacher, my parents, etc.+ infinitive


advise
allow 
appoint 
cause 
convince
instruct 
caution



challenge 
command 
compel 
direct
enable 
encourage 
forbid 


force 
hire 
implore 
invite 
motivate 
oblige 
order 

permit 
persuade 
recommend
remind 
request
require 
show.. how
teach 
tell 
tempt 
urge 
warn

EXAMPLES:

I advised him to stop smoking.

Her father doesn't allow her to go out at night.

They appointed him to investigate.

The hard work caused me to feel depressed.

Passive:

I was advised to stop smoking.

She isn't allowed to go out at night.

I was compelled to tell the truth about her.

Verb + Infinitive or Verb + Noun /Pronoun + Infinitive

I want to study hard.   I want you to study hard.

ask
beg 
choose 
dare
expect 
would like
need


prefer 
promise 
want
wish 

GERUND or INFINITIVE

Gerund or infinitive with no or little change in meaning

advise
allow 
attempt 
begin 
cannot bear
continue 
dislike 

dread 
encourage
forbid 
hate 
intend 
like 
love 


need
neglect 
permit
prefer
recommend
start





I attempted doing/to do the job without getting any help.

Just as I left the office, it began raining/to rain.

I can't bear listening/to listen to that sort of music.

After a brief interval, we continued working/to work.

She dislikes being told/to be told what to do.

I hate washing to wash the dishes.

Gerund or infinitive with a change in meaning

forget
mean (intend)
regret
try (make an effort)

remember
mean (result in, involve)
stop
try (experiment)

Do you remember our being stuck in the mud with the car last winter?

-
Yes, I also remember very clearly your losing your temper. Really? What did I do?

-
You kicked the car, and its rear fender dented.

-
Oh, I'd completely forgotten doing that

When I met him, I suddenly remembered lending him a large sum of money the previous month. When I asked for my money back he said he was sorry he had completely forgotten borrowing money from me.

INFINITIVE AFTER CERTAIN NOUNS

ability
attempt 
ambition
anxiety 
demand
desire 
determination 
eagerness 
effort 

failure
offer 
plan        
scheme      
promise      
refusal 
request
right 
decision      willingness 
wish

Not every person has the ability to think logically. Some people lack it totally.

His ambition to become the top student in the class made him ill.

My determination to go on walking even in the rain surprised them all.

His eagerness to pass the exam is at its peak these days.

INFINITIVE AFTER CERTAIN ADJECTIVES

afraid 
amazed 
anxious 
ashamed 
astonished 
careful 
certain 

content
disgusted
disturbed 
determined
disappointed
eager 
delighted 

fortunate 
glad
happy 
hesitant 
likely
lucky 
motivated

prepared
proud
pleased 
ready
relieved 
reluctant
sad 

sorry 
surprised
shocked
stunned
upset
willing

She is hesitant to accept their job offer.

I'm reluctant to go with them.

I was surprised to see Jane at the party.

She was determined to have a university education.

I was relieved to get the news that they didn't get injured in the accident.

She was disgusted when she saw the kitchen in such a mess. 
> She was disgusted to see the kitchen in such a mess.

She was disappointed that she didn't get the job.                    
> She was disappointed not to get the job.

CERTAIN VERBS + NOUN/PRONOUN + INFINITIVE

acknowledge
find
believe
suppose
imagine
guess
calculate

know
assume
judge
consider
maintain
declare
discover

proclaim
reckon
estimate
take (resume)
fancy
prove
see

understand
think
feel
show

I believe that he is the best of you all. I believe him to be the best of you all.

I consider that he has a lot of money. I consider him to have a lot of money.

We know that he is an honest man. We know him to be an honest man.


V+O+infinitive or V+gerund

advise, allow, permit, recommend, invite, tell
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